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Use care when handling agricultural chemicals   

 

By Mike Klimenko

Farm Bureau Group Manager
 
Agricultural chemicals come in several forms, including mist, vapor, liquid, dust, fume or gas. These products have been undergoing a major shift in recent years, as harsh chemicals are replaced by much softer, safer materials. 

But this transformation doesn’t mean that it’s OK to let your guard down when working with or around these chemicals. Don’t be lulled into a false sense of security with the misguided thought that it is no longer necessary to be careful with agricultural chemicals. 

To know and understand the possible dangers of the agricultural chemical that a person is handling, it is important to carefully read the label instructions and precautions. All labels must clearly state the hazards in using the contents and describe the precautions to take for safe use. In addition to instructions and precautions concerning its use, the label also carries information on what to do in the case of exposure or an injury.

Here are some other tips to read and share with others on your farm or ranch.

· Know what to do in an emergency. If there is a leak or spill, keep away from the area and instruct others to do the same, unless you know what the chemical is and how to safely clean it up.

· Always use appropriate protective clothing such as glasses, apron, boots and gloves.

· If clothing becomes contaminated by a chemical, shower or wash the exposed skin areas. Change and decontaminate clothing or dispose of it if it is designed for one-time use.

· When working with chemicals, always remember to wash hands thoroughly before eating, and if necessary, shower and change clothes before going home.

        Never take food into a work area where chemicals are being used or stored.

        A buddy system or emergency communications system should be used when working with toxic substances in case someone becomes dangerously exposed and is in need of immediate assistance.
 While proper handling and storage of these materials may seem to be common sense, a periodic check of your farm and ranch should be done to assure that this is being done. It is a good idea to train all employees on proper care and handling of these materials. Be sure to conduct regular reviews as well.

For the majority of chemicals, it is recommended that they be stored in a well-ventilated area away from direct sunlight or other heat source, and away from sparks, flames, static electricity or other sources of ignition. Make sure storage shelves are sturdy, secure and acid resistant, and never store chemicals higher than eye level. Chemical containers should never be stored on top of one another or on the ground where they could be accidentally knocked over. Be sure that the storage area is securely enclosed and locked to prevent unauthorized entry, particularly by children.
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