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Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Department

Rural Crime Enforcement Unit


MARCH 2010

RURAL CRIME ADVISORY BOARD

RECAP
Deputy John McCarthy

During February, two stolen tractors were recovered in the 2800 blk. of W. Betteravia Road and returned to their owners.
Also, a subject was stopped by a deputy with some tools in the bed of his truck.  Further investigation revealed the tools were stolen from Greka Oil.   When questioned, this subject admitted to stealing the tools, plus told who his partners were, and also admitted to numerous other crimes in the rural areas.  When the dust settled, 11 cases (9 felony /2 misdemeanor) were solved.  This group was responsible for stealing over $105,000 in farm tools and equipment, over $103,000 was recovered and returned, and over $24,000 occurred in damages.
Even with that group arrested, another group of thieves have targeted the rural areas in Santa Maria.  Numerous other burglaries were reported at 5800 Dominion Rd., Agro-Jal on Foxen Cyn. Rd., 1975 Prell Rd., Central Coast Sod on Telephone Rd., 4157 Dominion Rd., Rancho Laguna Farms, and Betteravia Farms near Dominion and Foxen Canyon Rds.
A total of eight suspects were arrested for various trespassing cases, including some Fish & Game violations in Santa Maria, Lompoc and Santa Ynez Valley.
6
Misdemeanor Arrests

0
Misdemeanor Complaints

6
Felony Arrests

0
Felony Complaints

Loss:

$ 166,517.19
Recovered:
$ 152,995.00
Sergeant’s Corner

Sgt. Kevin Whalen

As you can see by last month’s thefts, it is important that farmers and ranchers continue to take precautions to protect their property.  The burglars are still out there creeping around nightly in our rural areas, looking for your tools and equipment.  During some of our burglaries, the crooks are using bolt cutters to cut through fences to gain access onto properties and then cut or pry off locks on buildings/sheds and remove equipment.  They seem to be targeting hand and landscaping tools.
Here are some of the ways to protect your property and equipment:  All farms and ranches should try to have on-site security, such as fences, securely locked doors, alarm systems and adequate security lighting around buildings, storage tanks and storage areas.  A loud farm dog, watchful caretaker or neighbor can also be beneficial to stopping rural crime.
Remember to continue report those suspicious noises, vehicles and persons by calling 9-1-1.  Together we can help protect each other’s businesses/farms and put these thieves behind bars where they belong.

Lt. Liddi and I look forward to meeting all of you at our next meeting, which will be scheduled sometime in April.  We will be sending out a meeting notice soon.
Please feel free to contact Deputy McCarthy or me with your rural crime questions or concerns.  My contact information is listed below.
Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Department
Rural Crimes Sergeant Kevin Whalen
Work:  (805) 686-5000

Email:  kjw2690@sbsheriff.org

