Light Brown Apple Moth Eradicated
In March of 2008, a single Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) was found in Carpinteria.  This moth, native to Australia, had been previously found in the Bay Area.  Several weeks later a second LBAM was found in the same area, triggering a quarantine covering the entire county.

An eradication program was immediately started which included: increased trapping and placement of over 20,000 small plastic strips impregnated with a pheromone specific to the LBAM.  The pheromone does not kill the moth, just disrupts the mating cycle as the male moths cannot find the females.
We were required to complete three generations of the moth, as determined by computer modeling, without finding additional moths in order to declare eradication.  Two additional moths were found but this July the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the California Department of Food and Agriculture declared the moth eradicated from the county.

Shipments of all host material within California and the United States can now move without restriction or additional inspections.  Unfortunately Canada and Mexico have yet to recognize eradication. The U.S. Department of Agriculture is working with Canada and Mexico to remove their restrictions but until this is completed shipments to these countries will continue to need inspection and certification.  

We appreciate the patience and cooperation of all growers that were affected by this quarantine.
